INTRODUCTION.

proper place, many of the mattersPcontained in the Koran do not
agree>with fhe contents of the Gift and NewJTestaiwents; and so it is
impossible that both can be the divine wo^d: only one must be tri*e.
Therefore, let us set prejudice and bfg^try aside, and let us pray
to (Rod for hdp and-the light of His guidance; that, as seekers after
truth, we may, with sincere hea?t and diligent care, examine those
books, and bp able to distinguish truth from error $ for this matter
is of such importance, tfcat the true inquirer cannot be indifferent
about it. Salvation and destruction depend upon it; and he who
v is not guided into the right waj will certainly go by the highway
of error to the desert of perdition. Thus, is it by all means neces-
sary for him who seekg the way of truth to give all his energies to*
the search. Again and again should he offer up his petitions to
Him who Jqioweth our needs, nor cease from prayer and inquiry
until he finds that way. Our object in writing this book is not
controversy and strife: it is only to enable those Mussulmans who
are earnest seekers of the truth to attain the object of their desires,
by laying before them the state of the case. Therefore, 0 thou who
readest this book* thy friend who has written these pages out of a
desire for thy eternal happiness, and on account of the lo^e which
he owes to his fellow-mefj, begs thee to bring to their considera-
tion a sincere heart and an undjstracted mind; that, laying bigotry
aside, thou mayest read tibem through again and again. And do
tho^pray for His grace whojs the Dispenser of light, in order th$t
thou mayest find the truth ; for until a man is illuminated by His
light, he cannot find the path of truth and happiness. And as the
sun is seen by his own lightrso can we only know God by His
own light. But if, by the blessing of God, thou findest the truth,
4urn not away from it, no matter whence thouliast obtained it; for
to despise the truth is to despise God $ and whoever despises God,
Him also will God despise.
This teatise is divided into three Parts; in which, in the case
df the Gospel and tke Koran being found to be contrary to one
another, that one which is the true revelation and diyine word is
pointed out. In the First Part, the truth of the argument, which
asserts that the Holy Scriptures i. & the Old and New Testaments,
have been abrogated and corrupted, is examined. In the Second,
the principal doctrines of the Old and New Testaments are set
forth, and their conformity to the criteria laid down^ above fs '
discussed. And inftthe Third Part the pretensions of Mohammed
to the prophetic office are considered.*